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The Grange is a grassroots, community service, family organization with a special interest in agriculture and designed to 
help meet the needs of people, young and old, through a cooperative effort with government and other organizations that also 
seek the greatest good for the greatest number. 3
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Swine Farms Under Attack

Only one state in the nation pro-
duces more swine than North Car-
olina, with almost 9 million hogs 
being grown.  Swine production is 
an important economic force in the 
state, creating thousands of jobs.  
For those of us who have the op-
portunity to work with agriculture 
in some fashion, we know that our 
swine producers are responsible 
and caring in their management 

practices.  In addition, they operate 
with compliance under a multitude 
of environmental regulations.

Swine farms in the state are under 
attack by environmental groups 
that appear to be attempting to run 
these farms out of business.  The en-
vironmental groups search for vio-
lations in various ways.  They have 
been seen hovering over farms in 
helicopters in an attempt to record 
videos, or park on roadsides trying 
to get evidence.  The good news is 
that most of our producers operate 
within the environmental laws of 
this state and do a good job.  The 
bad news is that environmental 
groups have sued even if no vio-
lations exist.  We know of a farm 
in eastern North Carolina that was 
purchased.  Prior to the purchase 
,there had been some problems, 
but they were corrected by the new 
owner.  He was sued anyway and 
forced into bankruptcy because 
of legal fees.  The environmental 
groups are well-funded, and the 
farmers have limited means to pay 
for legal representation.

You can ride the interstates of 
North Carolina and see billboards 
that are critical of hog farms.  In an 
effort to counteract these harmful 
billboards, the NC Pork Council 
has posted billboards and spon-
sored TV advertisements showing 
farms as responsible family opera-
tions.  I applaud the Pork Council 
for these ads.

I also applaud the efforts of North 
Carolina Farm Families, a new 
organization that has emerged 
to counteract the harmful mes-
sages coming from environmen-
tal groups.  Since 1929, the North 
Carolina State Grange has ad-
vocated for agriculture, and we 
strongly support our friends who 
are engaged in the business of pro-
ducing swine.  It is an industry that 
is important to all of us.



1 (8oz) cream cheese, softened
1 egg

1/2 cup sugar
1 teaspoon vanilla

3 eggs
1 cup brown sugar
1 teaspoon vanilla
1/4 teaspoon salt
Pillsbury pie crust

1 1/4 cup chopped pecans

mix first 8 ingredients together 
 and pour in crust 

top with chopped pecans

Bake at 350 for 50-55 minutes

Cool completely, Cover and chill

Pecan Cheesecake pie
Leigh Payne - Troutman Grange

2nd place adult nut pie



2 1/4 cups all-purpose flour
2 1/4 tsp baking powder

1/2 tsp salt
4 eggs

2 cups sugar 
1 tsp vanilla extract 

2 tbs lemon zest 
2 tbs + 2 tsp lemon juice 

1 1/4 cups whole milk 10 tablespoons unsalted 
butter, cubed

1 cup blueberries, tossed in flour

Lemon Glaze:
1 1/2 cups powdered sugar

3-5 tbs lemon juice

Lemon Sugar Topping:
1 tbs lemon zest

1 tbs granulated sugar

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Grease a bundt pan very 
well and set aside.

Lightly whisk flour, baking powder and salt in a 
small bowl and set aside. Beat eggs on low until 
they are thickened and very pale yellow in color. 
Turn mixer on low and slowly add sugar to run-
ning mixer and beat on medium-high speed until 
light and fluffy. Stir in vanilla, lemon juice and 
lemon zest. Slowly pour in dry ingredients on low 
speed until combined.

In a small saucepan, heat milk until very hot and 
butter is just melted. Do not boil and whisk the 
mixture to help the butter along. Pour into batter 
and mix until smooth. Batter will be very thin. Gen-
tly fold in floured blueberries.

Pour into prepared baking pan and bake for 27-35 
minutes or until a toothpick inserted into the cen-
ter comes out with a few moist crumbs. Once done, 
remove cake from oven and allow to cool for 5 min-
utes in pan. Invert the cake and allow cake to fin-
ish cooling on wire rack until warm to the touch.

While cake is cooling, prepare lemon sugar and 
glaze. For the lemon sugar, thoroughly mix the 
lemon zest and sugar together and let it sit for 5 
minutes.

For the glaze, whisk powdered sugar and lemon 
juice, using more or less lemon juice as needed to 
get desired consistency. Once cake is cooled down 
slightly, drizzle glaze over warm cake. Sprinkle lem-
on sugar on top.

Blueberry lemon 
Bundt cake

Katie Cauthen
St. John’s Grange
2nd place adult 

berry cake

1/ 1/4 cups all-purpose flour
1/2 tsp baking soda

1/4 tsp. sea salt
1/4 cup Dutch processed cocoa, plus 2 

tbsps.
1/2 cup unsalted butter, at room tem-

perature
1/2 cup granulated sugar
1/2 cup light brown sugar

1 large egg
1 tsp.vanilla extract

1/2 cup chocolate chips
1/2 cup frozen raspberries

Sea salt, for sprinkling on cookies, if 
desired

Preheat oven to 350 degrees and line bak-
ing sheet with parchment paper.

In a medium bowl, whisk together flour, 
baking soda, sea salt, and cocoa.  Set aside.

With mixer, cream butter and sugars to-
gether until smooth.  Add in the egg and 
vanilla and mix until combined.

Gradually add flour mixture and beat 
until just combined.  Gently stir in the 
chocolate chips and frozen raspberries.  
Try not to smash the raspberries.  Scoop 
the dough into rounded tablespoons 
and place on prepared baking sheet, about 
2 inches apart,  Sprinkle each cookie with 
sea salt, if desired.

Bake cookies 10-13 minutes, or until 
cookies are set, but still soft in the cen-
ter.  Don’t over-bake.  Remove from oven 
and let sit on baking sheet for 3 minutes.  

Move to a cooling rack and cool com-
pletely.  

Sharon Ritchie
St. John’s Grange
1st place adult 

berry cookie

Dark Chocolate 
Raspberry cookies
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Eyepatches, jolly roger flags, swords and parrots are not normally what you find during 
a professional organization’s conference. However, this rang true during the 2016 NC 
State Grange’s Family Conference in Nags Head, North Carolina.

Grangers gathered from as far as Hendersonville, North Carolina to attend this year’s 
Family Conference to learn, socialize and explore the Outer Banks. Members arrived 
on Friday evening for a meet and greet with snacks gathered  from multiple Granges by 
Joyce Clodfelter, Community Service & Family Living Director. The evening continued 
with a visit from “Blackbeard” (actor Ben Cherry) who gave an entertaining reinactment 
of the life of Blackbeard, complete with lively props!  Following Blackbeard, Jennie 
Gentry, NC State Grange Youth and Young Adult Director, hosted Family Feud, giving 
funny answers that included many members in the room! 

Michelle & Jason  Lovejoy
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Saturday morning Grangers gathered for breakfast at the hotel 
and some even went for a walk on the beach before workshops 
began at 9AM. 

Adults regrouped in the meeting space for a variety of workshops 
prepared by multiple guests. They began with a presentation by 
attorney, Andrew Branan from  Hillsborough, NC who special-
izes in estate planning for those 
dealing with acreage and farm-
land. He presented on how to na-
vagate the waters of tax implica-
tions when land and property are 
passed on. Many Grangers had 
questions for Andrew. He gra-
cioiusly answered many of them, 
and even stayed after to answer 
specific questions about specific 
issues. 

Following Andrew, and tying in 
with our pirate theme, Joe Hoyt 
a maritime specialist spoke about 
his work on the USS Monitor. 
He talked about his many dives 
off the North Carolina coast, the “Graveyard of the Atlantic.” 
He also talked about the extensive battles that happened during 
WWII off our coast, with the sinking of battle ships and u-boats 
while blocking the trade routes up the gulf-stream from the Ca-
ribbean and South America. 

Jessica Horton spoke briefly about the changes to the 2016 Pro-
gram Guide. Many of the changes deal with the baking contests. 
Be sure to check our website (www.ncgrange.com) and review 
the guide! Joyce Clodfelter, Family Living and Community 
Service Director spoke about our project at State Convention in 
2016. It is called the  Pajama Program and more information can 
be found on page 10. She encouraged us to shop now for items 
since winter pajamas are needed and they are on sale at many 
locations with cold weather ending shortly. 

Following the workshops, members broke for lunch and sitesee-
ing on their own. Some lounged on patios in the balmy weather, 
while others, like the Barfields, Elizabeth Williams and Joanne 
Caldwell explored the area lighthouses. The youth enjoyed time 
together on the beach playing games, like bocce ball! 

At six that evening, everyone 
made the short trip down the 
sand to Jennette’s Pier (pictured 
on the cover) for an evening 
of pirate fun. Most everyone 
dressed up, even sweet Lucille 
Rice from Summerfield Grange 
came wearing an eye patch and 
peg leg! (pictured below) We had 
entertainment during the eve-
ning as well, our youth provided 
funny skits and led the group 
in pirate themed songs. We had 
several talent entries and they 
performed for the group as well.  
Jimmy Martin, LaRue Tart and 
Shirley Edwards won the Best 

of Show for their gospel trio, which will take them to National 
Convention in Washington, DC this November. Our 4-H judges 
also selected costume contest winners, with Tom and Bonnie El-
lis winning first place for their outfits with a neuse and shackles! 
Other winners included Jason Lovejoy from Capitol Grange and 
Judy Brogden from Westbrook Grange. All winners took home 
intricate ship kites from Haptic Lab. 

Sunday morning Grangers met one last time for a wonderful wor-
ship service by NC State Grange Chaplain, Josh Barfield and an-
noucements by NC State Grange President, Jimmy Gentry. 

The staff has received numerous compliments about the week-
end, and we hope we can plan another one, just as fun for 2017!
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1st Row: Ryleigh Hartsell, Corey Williford, Cape Fear Grangers, 2nd Row: Youth lead skits, Martha Suther, Barfield Family, 3rd Row: 
Jeff & Laurie Barnhart, Gospel trio, August Howerton, 4th Row: Costume contest winners.
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From Joyce!
A huge THANK YOU to everyone who supported our Commu-
nity Service Project during Family Conference March 11-13.  The 
Beach Food Bank was most appreciative of the generous donation 
of food to their Pantry.  We gave them 1160 items which weighed 
947 lbs.  Grantham, Troutman and Westbrook Granges all had a 
bountiful table of goods.  Only 42 items separated the three top 
Granges.  Troutman came out on top with 287 items.  

I explained one area of concern during Family Conference, as 
to how some of the items are counted.  If you have a pack of 
four cans of soup, then each can is an item.  If it is something 
like toothbrushes or packaged noodles (six to pack), then this is 
one item, as the pantry does not break up a package of this kind.  
Hopefully, this will help you see more clearly how this process 
works.

Our 2016 Community Service Project for State Convention is the 
Pajama Program which collects pj’s and books for children, ages 

infant to 18 years old.  This program is for children in need, many 
of whom are waiting to be adopted.  This could be the first new 
pair of pj’s these children have ever had and probably the first 
book they can call their own.

Each Grange should start now, as winter clothing is on sale. This 
is a completely new type of Community Service project for us 
and I hope we will make an all out effort to make this success-
ful.  Looking forward to September and being able to see what 
our Granges have collected for these children. You may check out 
their website at www.pajamaprogram.org.  Local chapters are in 
Charlotte and Raleigh, NC.

A thank you to all the ladies who donated cakes, cookies and 
brownies for the Meet and Greet at Family Conference in Nags 
Head.  Everything was wonderful and we had many compliments 
on it.  I could not have done this without your support.

Grangers,
On June 24th, the NC State Grange will join 
forces with businesses across North Carolina 
to bring veterans and careers together. We feel 
that the largest industry in North Carolina--
Agriculture and Agribusiness--should unques-
tionably be aligned with the second largest 
industry in the state--our military. With the 
support of the North Carolina Department of 
Military and Veterans Affairs and NC4ME 
(NC for Military Employment), the NC De-

partment of Agriculture and the College of 
Ag & Life Sciences at NCSU, the NC State 
Grange will host a career day that will give 
Veterans the opportunity to seek out employ-
ment with businesses that they may otherwise 
not have the opportunity to interact. 

This event will be held at the Embassy Suites 
in Fayetteville from 10 AM to 3 PM on June 
24th. If you or your Grange wishes to partici-
pate in anyway to make this event successful, 

please contact Laurie Barnhart by email at 
llbarnhart@ncgrange.com or cell at 919-539-
5821. Cape Fear Grange has been gracious 
enough to offer their assistance-Thank you 
Cape Fear Grange!  If you know of businesses 
that would be interested in hiring our Veter-
ans, please advise us of the company name 
and contact. Thank you and we will keep you 
informed as our plans for this exciting event 
unfold.

Joyce Clodfelter, Community Service & Family Living Director

“Joining Forces to Bring Veterans & Careers Together”

On April 22th, Capitol Grange along with 200 other volunteers will dispense free over the counter medica-
tions for Wake County residents who are uninsured or who cannot otherwise afford them. NC MedAssist is 
a nonprofit pharmacy program that provides access to lifesaving prescription medications, patient support, 
advocacy and related services to poor, vulnerable and uninsured North Carolina residents. Their vision is 
to seek to ensure that “no eligible person in North Carolina has to choose between purchasing food or their 
needed medication; improving the patient’s health and lowering uncompensated health care costs for all 
stakeholders. www.medassist.org/our-mission-vision

Capitol Grangers are excited about this wonderful opportunity to be of service to this organization that has 
done such incredible work in North Carolina since 1997. Thanks to a grant The NC State Grange received 
from PhRMA (Pharmaceutical Research and Manufacturers of America) we were able to turn that money 
around to sponsor a reception the night before the event to recognize the steering committee, volunteers 
and other officials who have supported this effort and given so much of their time to this cause. Capitol 
Grange is happy and excited to be a part of this very worthwhile endeavor.

Volunteers Needed!
Laurie Barnhart, NC State Grange Legislative Director
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Rockingham County Schools is proud to announce that Kathryn Davis, 
Rockingham County Schools’ Physical Therapist, has received a 2016 Dis-
tinguished Service Award from the Exceptional Children’s Division of the 
North Carolina Department of Public Instruction (NCDPI). The award is 
given by the Exceptional Children’s Division to individuals who make out-
standing contributions to children in the field of special education and to 
those who have distinguished themselves as leaders in the state and/or nation 
through their careers of exemplary service. All awardees are nominated for 
this honor.

According to the Distinguished Service Award Nomination Letter, the nomi-
nees must be distinguished with a prominent reputation and must have made 
significant contributions to the education of exceptional children in one or 
more of the following areas:
•	 development/implementation of innovative teaching strategies and 

methods and/or promising programs/strategies at the administrative 
level;

•	 provision of dynamic leadership; provision of evaluation services;
•	 fostering productive parent involvement;
•	 facilitation of school to work partnerships;
•	 advancement of educational research, promotion/protection of benefi-

cial legislation;
•	 outstanding public advocacy.

An excerpt of Ms. Davis’ nomination letter stated, “Her demeanor and en-
thusiastic personality are contagious. She will arrange her hours to meet her 
students’ needs. However, she doesn’t stop when her work at the schools 
is done. After hours, Kathryn opens up her farm to provide, free of charge, 
horseback riding lessons to any and all of the special needs children and 
adults in Rockingham County. No family has ever had to pay one penny 
for this service.  She coordinates volunteers (including her husband) to help 
ensure the safety of her riders, as well as, having activities for them to do 
while waiting to ride.  The number of special needs children and adults par-
ticipating in the rides has grown so much she has expanded to three riding 
times. While on horseback, they work on not only motor skills and balance, 
but communication, literacy and math. Students trapped in bodies that do not 
work, enjoy the freedom and pure joy of being on horseback. The smiles of 
the children are the only payment Kathryn will accept.”

Ms. Davis was recog-
nized during the Ex-
ceptional Children’s 
March Institute be-
ing held at the Koury 
Convention Center in 
Greensboro on March 
8, 2016.

Congratulations, Mrs. 
Davis, and thank you 
for all you do for the 
students of Rocking-
ham County!

Notable
Grangers

Kathryn Davis

Brodi Olds

Do you have members with accomplishments or great stories? Send them to Jessica Horton at jlhorton@ncgrange.com

Reprinted from Karen Hyler, 
Rockingham County Schools

“You were named the 2016 National 
Ambassador at last year’s National 
Convention in Nebraska.  How did 
you feel when your name was called?”

Brodi:  “It was an incredible feeling!  
Being up on stage was one of the best 
moments I’ve ever experienced in the 
Grange.  Seeing all of my friends from 
NC cheering me on was unforgettable.”

“What are some things you have done 
so far this year in your new role?”

Brodi:  “We pretty much hit the ground 
running in January, working with Charlene [National Grange Youth Direc-
tor].  National Grange has already given us some great opportunities like 
getting on a White House Press Conference Call to listen in, and attending 
National Ag Day in Washington, DC (which I unfortunately missed due 
to school.)  I recently traveled to Pennsylvania and spent the weekend 
on Charlene’s farm with our youth committee to plan youth activities for 
regionals and nationals.  We are working on new, creative ways to bring in 
more youth to the Grange.  We want to diversify the program and make it 
even more exciting and meaningful for youth.  

What other responsibilities will you have this year?

Brodi:  “Shannon [National Female Youth Ambassador, from New York] 
and I have a lot of work to do as Ambassadors.  We assist Charlene with 
National Youth TeamSpeak meetings, social media, and planning activi-
ties for national events such as National Convention.  We will spend a lot 
of time working on plans for the convention, which includes facilitating 
workshops, leading games, getting youth involved, and assisting wherever 
we are needed.  On top of this, we will help emcee the Evening of Excel-
lence at this year’s convention.”

Is there anything else you would like to add about being Ambassador?

Brodi:  “Yes.  I just want to thank the NC State Grange for all they have 
done for me throughout my life growing up in the Grange.  I thank you for 
all of the opportunities and the support you have given me.   When I was a 
Junior Granger, I never thought I would one day become National Grange 
Youth Ambassador.  It is a complete honor.  I also want to thank our youth 
for being such awesome friends to me and always accepting me for who I 
am.  And I thank Jennie Gentry [State Youth Director] for always encour-
aging me, being there for me, and for believing in me.  I am a better man, 
and my life has forever been impacted because of you all.”



The NC State Grange would like to 
offer their condolences to the families 
of former state Sen. Earline Parmon as 
well as the family of Rep. Ralph John-
son. Sen. Parmon was a Democrat rep-
resenting District 42 - Forsyth County. 
She died March 14th after a short 
illness. Sen Parmon was known for 
her commitment to working with the 
needy and the neglected. Rep. Johnson 
passed away March 16 after suffering 
a stroke in February.  He represented 
District 58—Guilford County.  

As most of you know the NC State 
Grange was supporting the Connect 
NC 2016 Bond Referendum and it 
passed overwhelmingly by almost 2 to 
1. We were pleased. The monies that 
will be allocated for the $2 Billion 
Bond are for all projects that are sup-
ported by our NC State Grange Policy. 
These projects include $85 Million for 
the Plant Sciences Building at NCSU 
and $94 Million for veterinarian, food, 
drug, pest and fuel labs for the NC 
Dept. of Agriculture and Consumer 
Services. Bond money will also go to-
wards the UNC System, Water/Sewer 
and Local Parks, Public Safety, and 
State Parks and Zoos.

The March 15th Primary had some 
very interested outcomes. I attended 
a Post-Election Luncheon/Briefing on 
March 16th given by the NC FreeEn-
terprise Foundation which is a non-
partisan political “think tank”.  Joe 
Stewart, the executive director, always 
adds some very interesting remarks, 
some of which I will share with you. 
(Joe will actually be speaking at our 
2016 Annual Meeting in September 
in regards to the upcoming General 
Election in November.) Joe felt like 
this primary was fueled by fear, anxi-
ety and anger of which had never been 
seen. He believes this is the last elec-
tion of the political parties as we have 
known it. The NC voter turnout was 
higher than it was four years ago, even 

though our primary date was moved 
up, mainly due to the national atten-
tion given to “Super Tuesday”. 

Below are the winning percentages of 
the US President and Senate races and 
the NC Governor, Lieutenant Gov-
ernor and Council of State Race out-
comes.
US President:
   Donald Trump—R—40%
   Hillary Clinton—D—55%

US Senate:
  Richard Burr—R—62.4%
  Deborah Ross—D—61.4%

NC Governor:
   Pat McCrory—R—81.1%
   Roy Cooper—D—68.8%
   Lon Cecil—L—100%

NC Lieutenant Governor:
   Dan Forest—R—100%
   Linda Coleman—D—51.1%
   JJ Summerell—L—100%

Council of State
Secretary of State:
   Michael LaPaglia—R—61.6%
   Elaine Marshall—D—100%

State Auditor:
   Chuck Stuber—R—100%
   Beth Wood—D—100%

Treasurer:
   Dale Folwell—R—100%
   Dan Blue III—D—58.4%

Superintendent:
   Mark Johnson—R—53.4%
   June Atkinson—D—79.9%

Attorney General:
   Buck Newton—R—54.9%
   Josh Stein—D—53.5%

Commissioner of Agriculture:
   Steve Troxler—R—68.8%
   Walter Smith—D—100%

Commissioner of Labor
   Cherie Berry—R—100%
   Charles Meeker—D—56.6:

Commissioner of Insurance
   Mike Causey—R—41.2%
   Wayne Goodwin—D—100%

The NC General Assembly will begin 
the Legislative Short Session on April 
25th.  The assumption is it will be a 
rather short session due to the General 
Election which will be November 8th. 
All of our House and Senate members 
are up for reelection, and many of our 
members will have opposition which 
of course means they will need to be 
campaigning. 

Commissioner Troxler will be hold-
ing a “Barnyard Group” meeting on 
April 6th to discuss any legislative 
issues that we will need to focus on. 
The Barnyard Group is made up of ag-
riculture commodities, agribusinesses 
and organizations like the NC State 
Grange that advocate and support the 
largest industry in our State--Agricul-
ture. 

Please mark your calendars to vote 
June 7th in the Congressional Prima-
ry. This primary was postponed after 
three Federal Judges declared the NC 
Congressional Maps unconstitutional 
and ordered maps to be redrawn with-
in a two-week period. 

Please send me an email llbarnhart@
ncgrange.com or call me at 919-539-
5821. I am happy to help you answer 
any questions you may have about 
your district in the upcoming election 
in November. 

Capitol News Laurie Barnhart, NC State Grange Legislative Director



Corriher Grange #627 met on March 6 to honor 11 members with 50+ years’ membership. David Allen, President, welcomed 
members and guests.  A catered meal and homemade desserts by Grange members was enjoyed by all.  Adele Goodman provided 
flowers for the honorees and table. 
I presented, presented a brief history of the Corriher Grange Community and Corriher Grange, organized in September 1929.  Cor-
riher School was erected about 1916 and served as the community school until the end of 1935.   In 1937, the building was acquired 
by Corriher Grange and expanded in 1938 as the meeting hall for its members.   
Honored members included: Kenneth Corriher and Phillip Sloop - 78 years; Hoke Karriker -70 years; Paul Campbell- 69 years; 
Ruth Corriher-65 years; Carolyn McLaughlin-64 years; Lenora and Clement Bost-53 years; Jo and Henry Starnes-53 years; Jerry 
Karriker-51 years.  In addition to presenting the honorees with the appropriate longevity pin, they received a Certificate of Ap-
preciation for their long and faithful service to Corriher Grange and the community.
Corriher Grange’s oldest member, Phillip Sloop, is 99.  Mr. Sloop has served as Chaplain for 39 years.  Carolyn McLaughlin 
was also honored for her service as Program Director for 53 years.  Kenneth Corriher told the group how he met his wife, Ruth, 
at a Youth Grange function held at Corriher Grange when Ruth attended as a youth Granger from St. John’s Grange in Cabarrus 
County.  
I gave a brief bio of the honorees and history of Corriher Grange. Several of the longer serving members told of events occurring 

around the Grange Hall over the past 
many years. They recalled the Grange’s 
successful efforts for rural electric ser-
vice and having to dig post holes and 
install the posts, telephone service com-
ing to the community, the paving of Cor-
riher Grange Road in the late 1940s, and 
installation of the water well and pump. 
Restrooms became part of the Grange 
Hall in the early 70’s and wood heaters 
were not replaced by a heating system 
until 1999. Other events were recalled 
with much appreciation from younger 

       Year  members celebrated
Vinnie Duncan, Corriher Program Director & NC State Grange Board of Directors member

+50

Hoke Karriker, Phillip Sloop & Paul Campbell, not pictured: Ruth & Kenneth Corriher

A New Year 
Will Bring a 

New Team
We are excited to announce that we are 
organizing a State Junior Team, a new 
leadership program for Junior Grang-
ers who plan to attend Grange Camp 
this summer.  Open to Juniors in middle 
school who will soon be moving up to 
the Youth Program, this opportunity will 
allow a team of students to gain leader-
ship skills as they continue growing in 
the Grange. 
Six Juniors will be selected to serve on 

this new team by a committee, through 
an application process.  The students 
selected will have a special role in help-
ing lead several activities during Grange 
Camp.  To further enhance this amazing 
experience, a member of the current State 
Youth Team will mentor them each.
This program is something that we have 
been thinking about for a long while.  Af-
ter seeing the incredible leadership po-
tential in our growing number of Juniors 
who have been attending Grange Camp 
the past few years, it became obvious that 
this leadership team was something we 
truly wanted to put in place.  
Both Emily Hartsell, State Grange Ju-
nior Director, and Jennie Gentry, State 

Grange Youth Director, expressed how 
much their lives were impacted when 
they served in similar leadership roles 
at Grange Camp as Juniors.  “Helping 
Juniors gain confidence in themselves 
through leadership is one of the goals for 
our program.  The Junior program did 
the same thing for me growing up, and 
I am excited to offer this opportunity to 
today’s Junior Grangers,” commented 
Emily Hartsell.
Juniors in middle school interested in ap-
plying for this team can get an applica-
tion by contacting Emily Hartsell or by 
visiting the Grange website.  Applica-
tions are due to her by April 30 and can 
be found on our website.

Junior Jam By: Jennie Gentry & Emily Hartsell



	 Winter Youth Conference was held February 12-14 at 
Camp Caraway in Asheboro, NC, starting off another great year 
for our youth program.  Youth attended the retreat to fellowship, 
learn, build leadership skills, and spend time with friends. 
Saturday was a busy day full of a variety of activities.  Youth 
shaped their leadership skills through team building activities led 
by State FFA Officers.   They also learned about the many state 
and national Grange programs they can get involved in, includ-
ing the new National Parliamentary Procedure Contest.  Youth 
were also presented with National Grange Leadership Awards 
and Achievement Awards they had earned in the past year.  Dar-
by Madewell was honored for receiving the most Achievement 
Awards in 2015.  
	 Several state contests were held on Saturday afternoon.  
Winning first place in the youth Public Speaking Contest was Au-
gust Howerton.  First place for the Group Sign-a-Song Contest 
went to the largest group performance our state has ever seen.  
This group, a mix of youth and young adults, included Rylee 
Furr, Emily Hartsell, Baylor Howerton, Jennie Gentry, Marie 
Jones, Katie Leonard, Darby Madewell, Haley Neer, Ashley Ped-
ersen, and Montana Wrigley.  All of these speech and sign-a-song 
winners will compete at the Regional Youth Conference in June 
for a chance to perform at the National Convention this year.  
Fifteen youth competed in our annual impromptu speech con-
test, which brought great entertainment for conference attendees. 
Winning first place was Darby Madewell.  Second place went to 
Bennett Yeargan; and third place went to Kayla Colglazier. All 
speakers did an incredible job.  Also as part of the afternoon con-
tests, Justin Leonard won 
first place in the Grange 
Jeopardy, with Missy 
Mueller placing second.  
Both will compete at Re-
gionals for a chance to 
move forward to the final 
round at Nationals.
	 Elections for 
State Youth Officers were 
also held Saturday af-
ternoon.  Katie Leonard 
of Arcadia Grange was 
elected the 2016 State 
Grange Youth President, 
and Josh Phillips of Ar-
cadia Grange was elected 
the State Youth Vice Pres-
ident.  A full list of offi-
cers can be found in this 
edition of Grange News.  
	 Throughout the 
entire day, Youth Team 
and Ambassador Appli-
cants took part in inter-

views with the State Youth Committee.  Five adults on the com-
mittee interviewed the applicants in order to select the leaders for 
the year, a tough decision with so many great youth participating.  
All applicants did an amazing job interviewing, and we were so 
proud of the leadership skills and confidence that they possess.  In 
a special ceremony on Saturday evening, the new Youth Leader-
ship Team was announced.
	 The 2016 Youth Ambassadors are Darby Madewell, 
Bushy Fork Grange, and Bennett Yeargan, Southern Wake 
Grange.  The youth selected to serve on the 2016 State Youth 
Team are Rylee Furr, St. John’s Grange; Lillie Griffin, Troutman 
Grange; Evan Hill, Southern Wake Grange; Katie Leonard, Arca-
dia Grange; Josh Phillips, Arcadia Grange; and Landon Woolard, 
Beaufort County Grange. Each leader accepted their new position 
with either tears of joy or smiles of excitement, ready to serve 
the Grange through this wonderful opportunity.  Along with the 
introduction of the new team, Saturday evening’s festivities in-
cluded dancing, games, and special vespers led by Brodi Olds, 
2016 National Youth Ambassador.  
	 Youth departed Sunday morning after a worship service 
and special friendship circle, sharing hugs and expressing their 
eagerness to see each other again at Grange Camp.  Our youth 
all had a wonderful weekend together, and much appreciation is 
given to the adult chaperones that helped make the weekend pos-
sible.  Our organization is proud of what a unique program we 
have for such a wonderful group of young people.

A Wonderful Winter Weekend
Jennie Gentry, NC State Grange Youth & Young Adult Director
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DARBY MADEWELL

landon woolard

josh phillips

grange: bushy fork	 age: 18	 hometown: timberlake nc	
grade: Freshman at nc state	 hobbies: theater, writing, poetry
what are you most looking forward to as ambassador? 

i look forward to serving nc on a national level and using the leadership 

skills the grange has taught me to inspire and mentor younger youth and 

juniors.

how has grange impacted you? i owe a lot of my self-confidence and leader-

ship development to the grange. it helped me to break down barriers and step 

out of my shyness, which all started at grange camp. it also taught me how 

to stop letting my fears prevent me from doing the things i love. 

A way you have served your community: i serve as a service site liaison.

grange: beaufort county	age: 17	 hometown: Washington nc	
grade: 12th		  hobbies:  basketball, baseball, theater
what are you most looking forward to on youth team? 

learning more about myself, growing as a leader, and helping younger grang-

ers believe in themselves.

how has grange impacted you? ithe grange has strongly impacted my life in 

so many different ways, helping me to consistantly better myself. it has given 

me confidence, leadership skills, and incredible friendships. i am so thankful 

to be part of this organization.

A way you have served your community: i volunteer at the george wahab com-

munity theater.

grange: arcadia 		  age: 19	 hometown: lexington nc	
grade: freshman at appalachian	 hobbies:  music, reading, netflix
what are you most looking forward to on youth team? 

improving myself as a leader, and spending time with my grange family.

how has grange impacted you? grange has taught me how to serve my com-

munity to impact others. it has helped me grow as a person, to come out of 

my shell, and has put awesome, positive people in my life.

A way you have served your community: i do campus cleanups around my uni-

versity to help pick up litter.

katie leonard
grange: arcadia 		  age: 18	 hometown: arcadia nc	
grade: freshman at western carolina   hobbies:  hiking, biking
what are you most looking forward to on youth team? Working with 7 

amazing people to grow the Grange and simply have an awesome time serving.

how has grange impacted you? The Grange has been the place that I have 

made the best friends in the world.  Grange has given me the tools to be a 

successful leader and has developed me into the young woman I am today.

A way you have served your community: i Collect food for the Jackson Coun-

ty Food Table
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Youth Team
Ambassador

lillie griffin
grange: troutman 		 age: 15	 hometown: troutman nc	
grade: 10th		  hobbies:  soccer, hiking, art
what are you most looking forward to on youth team? 

getting closer with everyone on youth team.

how has grange impacted you? grange has allowed me to gain more confi-

dence to become a better leader. it has also given me many friends that will 

always be there for me.

A way you have served your community: i serve food at fifth street ministries, 

a local homeless shelter.

bennett yeargan

rylee furr

evan hill

grange: southern wake	 age: 19	 hometown: fuquay varina nc	
grade: sophomore at east carolina	 hobbies: ice hocky, studying 
german, being involved in my fraternity
what are you most looking forward to as ambassador? i look forward to 

strengthening our membership and our presence on a state and national lev-

el, and seeing friends at grange events.

how has grange impacted you? grange has taught me to be proud of who i 

am and to always stand up for what i believe in and what i believe is right. the 

grange has molded me into being a strong-willed, effective and confident 

leader who is able to lead and motivate anyone i work with.

A way you have served your community: i spent a week in munich, germany, 

working at a facility that houses refugees from the middle east. i worked 

with young men, teaching english,and sports, and helped them as the inte-

grate into german society.

grange: st john’s	 age: 18	 hometown: mt pleasant nc         	
grade: 12th		  hobbies:  softball, watching netflix, friends
what are you most looking forward to on youth team? 

creating a bond with my team and fellow grangers, and getting new youth 

involved in the grange.

how has grange impacted you? grange has helped me to become a better lead-

er, which has given me much more confidence in myself. i have learned so 

much about my strengths and talents because of the grange, and i am thank-

ful for that.

A way you have served your community: i tutor my peers and younger stu-

dents who need help in school.

grange: southern wake	 age: 18	 hometown: tarboro nc	
grade: 12th   hobbies:  softball, sporting clays & hunting
what are you most looking forward on youth team? To hopefully make the 

same impact on other youth that the previous teams have made on me.

how has grange impacted you? Of all the organizations I have been part of, 

Grange has stood out to me as the most openly Christian one, which has 

not only strengthened my faith, but my life as well.  Grange has introduced 

me to some of the most wonderful people that I am now able to call my “ex-

tended family.”

A way you have served your community: I currently serve on the 4-H Live-

stock Board of Advisors.



Gotcha Covered Mark Davis, NC State Grange Insurance Coordinator

Ms. Mable Stack			   Union Grove Grange
Ms. Ruth Brown			   Union Grove Grange

You light a lamp for me. The Lord, my God, lights up my  darkness.     Psalm 18:28      * 50 Year Member

In Memoriam

Is There A Pill For That?
Here we are starting 2016 – a fresh New Year for all of us.   I am sure that like 2015 and the years before, this year 
will also have its challenges, opportunities, and disappointments as well as its joys, excitement, and blessings.   If 
you notice the way the previous sentence is structured, it starts with the less desirable parts of life and its bitter-
ness – you may say the lemons of life.   That structure is on purpose because many people choose to only see the 
glass as half full and turn sour on life itself.   We have the option to add water and a little sweetener to the lemons 
making them into lemonade.   I remember my Dad used to take those lemons in his big callused hands - put some 
pressure on them as he rolled them around on the counter top to help extract all the juice of the lemon before he 
would cut them open and squeeze them over a wide mouth glass gallon jar.  Then he would add the water and 
sugar according to Grandma’s recipe.  Then at the family gatherings, his was always one of the first jars emptied.

Now what does this have to do with the insurance program for the NC State Grange?   Well, typically, collecting 
on an insurance policy is the plan “B” when we would really rather have the results of our plan “A”.   The health 
insurance as well as the health provider industries are moving more toward “well care” than “sick care” to help us 
remain on our plan “A” as long as possible.  What is the difference?  “Well care” tends to focus on moving all of 
us in a more health conscious direction with better nutrition, exercise, weight control, as well as mental balance 
and stimulation.  If these items are in check, it tends to ward off several of our most expensive chronic conditions 
such as diabetes, cardiac, stroke, obesity, arthritis as well as improved mental health.   While it is a given that 
genetics plays a vital role to the susceptibility in each of these examples, in many cases our own personal choices 
precipitate many of these chronic issues.  Unlike previous generations before us, we eat more and move less.  We 
tend to eat more processed and pre-cooked foods that our grandparents ever thought possible.  Our work environ-
ment is totally different and our stress levels elevated.  So how do we turn these lemons into something more en-
joyable?   First of all, you are seeing the beginning of health care providers and health insurers forming alliances 
for patient quality outcome(s) verses putting a bandage on the problem only to have it resurface down the road.  
It is a re-education process to get us thinking and taking responsibility for our own health welfare in our nutrition 
and physical movement.  BCBSNC gave us a glimpse of this partnership two years ago with an experimental trial 
in the Durham area which expanded to the Carolina Health Care Network in the Charlotte area last year.   For 
2016, it is expanding again in the Raleigh marketing area with Wake Med.   While these programs do lead to a 
limited network of providers, the goal is more of a wellness outcome basis with less chronic re-occurrences for 
individuals in the program.  In many cases, this is a re-education and lifestyle change prior to an irreversible sta-
tus of a preventable chronic diagnosis.   This is truly health care reform at its pinnacle!   This reminds me of JT, 
my father-in-law’s job at Burlington Industries in Greensboro.  He was in the maintenance department in charge 
of several heating and refrigeration units.   A lot of these units had many years and hours on them and he had a 
regular schedule that he checked on each unit.  Cleaning the dust and dirt out for good air flows, tinkering with 



2016

this or that to keep the temperature in the range it needed to be, etc.   In general, he kept an eye on everything and 
making sure that things where in order.  After his rounds, he would spend the rest of the day in the shop area, tin-
kering with whatever he wanted to do.  The rest of the maintenance crew thought he had a pie job because he had 
very few major breakdowns.   When he retired, everyone in the shop wanted his job.   I remember him laughing 
a couple of  months after he retired because the fellow who got his job came running to him one day asking him 
how he did it because every unit now seemed to be going down the tubes!   JT just laughed again and asked him 
if he was doing the preventative checks – or just waiting until someone called down to report a problem with one 
of the units.  Of course, they were waiting for the call.

So with our New Year’s resolutions – will we strive to work on better health habits and hopefully help ourselves 
stay on our plan “A” or rely on the health insurance benefits of plan “B” and all that goes along with that?  Back 
to the lemonade now – you see it does take effort and some work to turn those lemons into something desirable.   
Today, I can take the easy road and just open a packet of lemonade mix to put into some water – which is pretty 
good if I’m driving down the road, but it is no comparison to the lemonade my Dad use to make!   Like the old 
saying, how much effort we put into things generally indicates what we will get out of it.   Join me in trying to 
make 2016 a banner health improvement year and let us focus on the last half of the second sentence of this article 
– the joys, excitement and blessings this year will hold!

SHINE ON

GRANGE CAMP
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